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Once through the entrance, as I deemed It wise
to keep moving in order not to he taken by surprise
when the ships had no headway,, and as, at the same
time, I did not wish to reach our destination before
we had sufficient daylight to show us the position of
the Spanish ships, the speed of the squadron was
reduced to four knots, while we headed toward the
city of Manila. In the meantime the men were al-
lowed to snatch a little sleep at their guns; but at
four o'clock coffee was served to them, and so eager
were they that there was no need of any orders to
insure readiness for the work to come.

Signal lights, rockets, and beacon lights along
the shore, now that we were sure of grappling with
the enemy, no longer concerned us. We waited for
dawn and the first sight of the Spanish squadron,
which I had rather expected would be at the anchor-
age off the city of Manila. This seemed naturally
the strong position for Admiral Montojo to take up,
as he would then have the powerful 'Manila battery,
mounting the guns which have already been enu-
merated, to support him. But the admiral stated in
his report that he had avoided this position on ac-
count of the resultant injury which the city might
have received if the battle had been fought in close
proximity to it.1

The Naiishan and Zajiro, as there was no reserve
ammunition for either to carry, had been sent, withhannel at midnight.le battery openeddown and finally theltr ^juc-
